	THE TEN VIRGINS

1 -Alford
All here are virgins, all are companions of the Bride, all furnished with brightly burning lamps, all, up to a certain time, fully ready to meet the Bridegroom - the difference consists in some having made a provision for feeding the lamps [with oil] in case of delay, and the others none; and the moral of the parable is the blessedness of endurance unto the end.  These are souls come out of the world into the Church, and there waiting for the coming of the Lord - not hypocrites, but faithful souls bearing their lamps (1Thess. 4: 4), the inner spiritual life fed with the oil of God’s Spirit (see Zech. 4: 2-12; Acts 10: 38; Heb. 1: 9).  The wise virgins gave all diligence to make their calling and election sure (2 Pet. 1: 10 and 5: 8), making their bodies, souls and spirits (their ‘vessels,’ 2 Cor. 4: 7) a means of supplying spiritual food for the light within, by seeking, in the appointed means of grace, more and more of God’s Holy Spirit.  The others did not this - but, trusting that the light, once burning, would ever burn, made no provision for the strengthening of the inner man by watchfulness and prayer.

2 -Olhausen

This parable, which must be considered one of the finest in the Gospel, contrasts with the parable of the Talents that follows: whilst the ‘servants’ are busily at work, and engaged in a variety of concerns, the ‘virgins’ wait to meet the beloved.  The fact that they are all characterized as virgins is a proof that the antithesis of ‘wise’ and ‘foolish’ is not to be taken in the sense of ‘good’ and ‘wicked’, for the idea of gross transgression is incompatible with love to the Lord.  The foolish virgins are merely to be viewed as representing minds who seek that which is pleasing and sweet in the service of the Lord, instead of following Him in right earnest, and who neglect to labour after thorough renewal, and to build in the right way upon the foundation that is laid (1 Cor. 3: 15).  When feeling was no longer sufficient, and nothing but thorough self-denial could avail them, the flame of their love died away.  It is clear that the words, “I know you not” (verse 12), cannot denote eternal condemnation: for, on the contrary, the foolish virgins are only excluded from the marriage of the Lamb (Rev. 19: 7); hence they must be viewed as parallel with the persons described (1 Cor. 3: 15) whose building is destroyed, but who are not thereby deprived of eternal happiness.  These virgins possessed the general condition of happiness, faith (which led them to cry ‘Lord, Lord!’, verse 11); but they lacked the requisite qualification for the [Millennial] Kingdom of God, that sanctification which proceeds from faith (Heb. 12: 14).
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3 -The Pulpit Commentary

These virgins all alike took their lamps; all alike went forth to meet the bridegroom; all too had oil in their lamps, although not all had a store of oil in their vessels also.  Then all were something more than nominal Christians; all has, in some sense, come out of the world, and had gone to meet the Bridegroom.  There are no hypocrites in the parable, no openly wicked and disobedient men.  This consideration gives it a very awful meaning; it is not enough to have been once awakened, there is need of constant, persevering watchfulness.  The parable embodies and enforces the lesson of the last verse, “Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the hour.”  It is not enough to have been ‘once enlightened.’  The foolish had their lamps; and the lamps were not empty or dark, they were burning, they had oil in them.  Then even the foolish were using the means of grace, they had been made “partakers of the Holy Ghost” (Heb. 6: 4).

But they had no oil with them.  They delighted in their past experience, and trusted in it as if they had all that was needed for their spiritual life.  The wise virgins counted not themselves to have apprehended; they forgot what was behind, and ever reached forth unto those things which were before; they sought in persevering prayer and daily self-denials, and the constant faithful use of the appointed means of grace, for ‘the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ’; not quenching the Spirit, to increase in the Holy Spirit more and more.
The Bridegroom tarried; the time of waiting was long - much longer than the foolish virgins had thought.  The first excitement passed away, some had left their first love, the love of most was growing cold.  The shades of difference amongst Christians is innumerable: some are utterly careless; some rouse themselves from time to time to thought and real effort; some try by the power of faith and prayer to keep themselves in the love of God, and to love the appearing of the Saviour.  But none realize to the full and tremendous necessity of watchfulness; none live in that fixed attention, in that full preparedness, in that daily and hourly anticipation of the Saviour’s coming, which we should regard as the true Christian frame of mind, to which we should strive to approximate nearer and nearer, in all humility and self-distrust, not counting ourselves to have attained, but ever pressing forward.

4 –Greswell

“Give to us from your oil; because our lamps are beginning to go out.”  The meaning of these words is, that their lamps had begun to be extinguished, but were not quite extinct.  It was easy for the wise virgins, having a supply of oil at
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hand, to pour a little more into them, and to revive the flame as effectually as ever; which the parable calls “trimming their lamps.”

All of them previously waiting for, and expecting the bridegroom in common, all of them previously having the same personal interest in the event of his coming, and the same personal inducement to wait for and expect it - the separation, notwithstanding its effects in discriminating between the personal fortunes of its subjects respectively at last, is due to the difference of their personal conduct before; and being no more than the necessary consequence of the different use of means and opportunities, equally in the power of both, and equally left to their own discretion, it is after all only the just personal retribution which prudence or imprudence of conduct, in the same situation, the right or wrong use of similar means and opportunities, under circumstances equally favourable for either, are liable at all times, and may be expected in the end, to suffer.

The virgins, as members of the visible church of Christ, constitute one catholic or universal church, all alike bearing the common name of Christians, all bound alike to the exercise of the same proper virtue, the virtue of Christian vigilance, peculiar to the probation of Christians.  None but those who are subjected to a state of probation on Christian principles, beforehand, can be liable to be called to account on Christian principles, at last; which liability is to be denominated their Christian responsibility; and none but those who are liable to such an account, can have occasion for such a virtue as Christian vigilance, to be always prepared for that account.

5 -Govett

The wise enter simple as ‘the ready,’ not as the true virgins, while the others were only professedly so; not as having lit torches, while the others’ lights were extinguished; but as the ready differ from the imprudent and unready.  “They,” says Jerome, “who complain that their lamps are going out, manifest that they are still partially alight.”  The wise enter the king’s house by ascension, after the resurrection which they enjoy in common with the foolish.*

His Millennial kingdom viewed in this light, the words, “Verily I say unto you, I know you not,” carry no sentence of final exclusion.  They import solely - “You are no acquaintance of mine.”  The wise are guests, not simply as virgins, but as virgin-acquaintances, and that acquaintanceship is discriminated from the ignorance of the foolish by the oil-vessel, and its counterpart - the brightly burning torch.  The others are refused, not, as not virgins, but as deficient in intimacy with the bridegroom.  The qualification which comes into notice at the awakening is 
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something more than what is required merely in order to enter the kingdom.  It is some special quality, not answering to simple grace, or the virginity of the person, but one having relation to the special glory of the bridal bouquet.  This demand the one party can meet, the other cannot.  The second brightness of the torch, after its trimming on awaking, answers to a second inward qualification of the prudent, till now concealed - their acquaintance with the bridegroom. 

The foolish, discovering their waning lights, petition for oil.  They set out in quest of it.  Now neither the hypocrite nor the true believer could fall into error so gross as is supposed, if we make the oil to signify the ‘converting grace’ of God.  Who knows not, that this fellow cannot grant it?  Who of the lost will not awake to the full conviction that his opportunity is gone for ever, when once he arises from the dead?  “After death, the judgment.”

[* “This interpretation by Robert Govett, which understands by the oil in the vessels (Matt. 25: 4) not the Spirit indwelling, but the Spirit outpoured, that on-fall of the Holy Spirit on those already believers which produced inspiration and miracle, is worthy of most careful consideration.” D. M. Panton.]

6 -Panton

1. I suppose it will be granted that by oil is meant the grace of the Holy Ghost.  And this is twofold: either sanctifying or miraculous.  If then I show that the second supply is not sanctifying grace, it will follow that it is miraculous endowment, or ‘the gift of grace.’

2. That it is not any difference in degree of sanctification which is in question is clear from this - that then the parable would supply us with no rule by which to discern between wise and foolish.  For if you tell me only, that the difference lies in degree of sanctification, if you do not point out the degree, I must be either terrified or secure.  Terrified, if I think I have not the degree requisite, while none can satisfy me what the degree required is; or secure, that I have some grace, and why may that not be enough to set me among the worse?

3. It cannot be any degree of sanctification, for this oil gives no light to the world.  It is unemployed in good works, or the light of the torch.

As being a distinct supply, it follows that the oil in the torch might be without that in the vessel, or vice versa.  But it is not true that any degree of the grace of sanctification can be distinct from its supply in good works.  There cannot be two supplies of it, independent one of the other.  But miraculous gift is distinct from, and may be independent of grace (Matt. 7).
	
	4. If they are all [regenerate] believers, the difference must be one which is not essential to [eternal] salvation.  And among things not essential to [this] salvation, what so great as the difference between the possession or the want of the gifts of the Holy Ghost?

5. It is met and sustained by fact.  Between the believers of modern times and the ancient church, there is, in this particular, just the difference supposed: the one possessing, the other wanting, the gifts of the Spirit.

6. A consideration of the order in which the wise and foolish appear beautifully confirms this.  We have the wise presented first, then the foolish (verse 2).  Then again the foolish, and lastly the wise (verse 3).  Thus the wise come first and last; the foolish occupy the intermediate space.  And has it not been exactly thus with the Spirit’s gifts?  They were possessed at first, and then ceased, and the whole dreary interval of sixteen hundred years has been taken up by [regenerate] believers destitute of them.  We might conclude, therefore, that as gifted believers began the series, and ungifted ones have followed, so in the last days gifted believers will rise again, and close the train.  But we can show by Scripture, independently of inference, that such will be the case (Acts 2: 17, 18; Mark 13: 11; Luke 21: 14, 15; Rev. 16: 6; 18: 24; 2Tim. 3: 8; Jas. 5: 7).

7. On the taking it or not, the greatest stress is laid throughout the parable.  On purpose to set it in the strongest light possible, the wise and foolish agree together in every particular but this.  And the difference is optional; for in things within our power alone can wisdom or folly be seen.  So are the gifts of the Spirit made to rest upon our asking for them or not (Luke 11: 13; 1Cor. 14: 1).  In the asking for, and receiving these, therefore, that vigilance may consist which is the lesson drawn from the parable by our Lord.

8. They are the “powers of the coming age” (Heb. 6: 5).  And answerably thereto, this oil is seen to come into play when the new age is begun.

9. They that sleep with the oil vessel, awake with it.  And even thus, the ‘gifts’ of God are unrepented of (Rom. 11: 29).

10. The additional oil was the riches of the wise virgins, the want of it the property of the foolish, at the coming of the bridegroom.  Now this is just the place seen to be occupied by the Spirit’s gifts, in connection with the coming of the Lord Jesus.  “I thank my God always on your behalf for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ, that in everything ye are enriched by him in all utterance and in all knowledge, even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you, so that ye lack no gift, waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ; who also shall confirm you to the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our
	
	Lord Jesus Christ” (1Cor. 1: 4-8). 

11. Exhortations to seek and to pray for the gifts occur not unfrequently, in token that the additional oil is not in vain.  “Covet earnestly the best gifts” (1Cor. 12: 31).  “Desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy” (14: 1).

12. “But,” someone may say, who is satisfied with the argument here propounded, “what if I fall asleep after praying for the gifts, without obtaining one?”  The answer is easy.  Then the responsibility rests not with you, but with God.  You are a wise virgin: you have done what you could to procure the oil.  Be assured the Lord will remember you.

7 - C. S. Price

Of one thing we are very sure.  There will be a full restoration of the apostolic gifts and the full power of Pentecost before the coming of the Lord.  The faithful few who are true to God - the overcomers, to them that place their all upon the altar of a full consecration - God will pour out in the fullest measure the power that was given to the disciples. … We believe that there will be miracles of healing, supernatural manifestations of God’s mighty power, that will break even the most callous hearts.  There will be another outpouring, this time a cloudburst of the latter rain.  We not only feel it in our spirit, but the Word of God corroborates what we feel.  Be true, my friends; keep tight hold of His hand.  God has some wonderful things in store for you.

[Keep in mind:-

1. “The wise virgins gave all diligence to make their calling and election sure,” -  (Alford.)]

2. The need of the spiritual life to be “fed with the oil of God’s [Holy] Spirit” Alford).

3. “It is not enough to have been once awakened, there is need of constant, persevering watchfulness” (Pulpit Commentry).

4. “His [Christ’s] Millennial Kingdom viewed in this light … acquaintanceship is discriminated from the ignorance of the foolish by the oil- vessel, and its counterpart – the brightly burning torch” (Govett).

5. “The additional oil was the riches of the wise virgins, the want of it the property of the foolish, at the coming of the bridegroom” (Panton).

6. “The faithful few are true to God – the overcomers” (Price).

7. This “kingdom of the heavens” cannot be the eternal kingdom of God in “a  new heaven and a new earth” (Rev. 21: 1); it must therefore be Christ’s Millennial Kingdom upon this earth: and entrance into it is gained, not by the imputed righteousness of Christ, but by the required standard of personal righteousness of the His disciples, ( Matt. 5: 20; 6: 33; 7: 24).  It is this millennial kingdom of Christ which we should seek first, by acting toward all others as God does. – Ed.
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