	THE UNDOING OF THE CURSE

   There is no more awful sentence in the Bible than this:-  Christ “became A CURSE” - an anathema from God - “for us” (Gal. 3: 13).  It is not said that Christ was made ‘the curse,’ that is, the curse named in Paul’s context; for that is for a law-breaker, and the Lord never broke the Law: nor is it exactly the curse named in Moses’ context, for that was for a criminal undergoing capital punishment, and our Lord was not a criminal: but it was a curse - named in the next clause by Moses - for a mode of death.  “For he that is HANGED” - not only he that is a criminal - “is accursed of God” (Deut. 21: 23).  The Law, most remarkably, left this solitary possibility open by which a perfectly innocent man could come under the real and actual curse of God.  “If thou hang a man on a tree” - probably a cruciform stake ‑ “he that is hanged is accursed of God” (Deut. 21: 22).  By no other conceivable means could the Curse alight on the sinless Lawful-filler; but by that means, it did.  Christ, says Paul, “became a curse for us; for it is written, Cursed is everyone” - Paul makes it stronger than the original - “that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3: 13).

   Now it is remarkable how various strands of Eden are wrought into the web of Calvary; subtly, but surely, and designedly.  Crucifixion is the only form of death in which the heel is bruised: so that, implicit in the Curse was the Cross; embedded in the woe was, already, mercy rejoicing against judgment; the Serpent’s curse was the Woman’s promise.  So also it was through a Tree that man fell; and through a Tree it is that he is redeemed: and as it was man’s hands that took the fruit from the living timber, so it is the hands that are nailed to the dead wood, and from which the whole executed body hangs.  All salvation by works is nailed, through the hands, to the Cross.  Moreover, as, under the Curse in the sweat of his face man was to eat bread, so, in a more awful sweat, when our Lord assumed the Curse to win for us the Bread of Life, “His sweat became, as it were, great drops of blood falling down upon the ground” (Luke 22: 44). But the most striking of all is that the thorns, purely a product of the Curse, and non-existent without it, were crushed down upon the Lord’s brows, thus stamping and sealing Him with the Anathema under which the whole earth groans.  And the Jews unintentionally, but most exactly, confirmed the fact, and fulfilled the Law.  Had Jesus not been crucified on a day preceding a High Day, the Jews would have been as eager for Him to remain on the cross as they were that He should be taken down; but, as it was, they fulfilled the Law to the letter, - “Thou shalt surely bury him the same day” (Deut. 21: 23).  For “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness” - the visible and embodied Curse - “even so must the Son of man” - hoisted on to a curse-inflicting stake in the eyes of all humanity - “be LIFTED UP: that whosoever believeth may in Him have eternal life.” (John 3: 14).
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So therefore Paul’s full statement reveals Christ curing the very roots and origins of the world’s evil.  “Christ REDEEMED us” - bought us out from under - “the curse of the law” - all broken law, both of Eden and Sinai - “having become a curse” - not deserving a curse, nor merely man-cursed; but judicially made the Curse which had blighted earth: becoming a curse, not in its pollution or personal guilt, but in its judicial reality and responsibility* - “for” - not Himself as a transgressor, but - “us”.  The vast burden of the revelation thus rests on these two little words - “FOR US.”  Why did not the almighty power of God intervene to prevent the awful curse-blight descending on His sinless Son? or if Christ must die, why did not God suffer Him to be stoned, in the attempted stoning by the Jews, and so avoid the Law’s anathema?  Because the Curse was to be transferred from us to Him.  Paul has just spoken of the Curse which rests on all breakers of the Law: the Curse therefore which he names in the later clause is the same curse - that is, our curse: there was, that is to say, to be an exchange of positions; and there was.  The adultery of David, the apostasy of Peter, the religious murders by Paul - what fractures of Law, calling for what anathemas! - He bore; and the tree was the rod that drew the lightning.  The purchase-money of the buying-out from under curse was the life-obedience and the life-blood of the Son of God: so “that we might receive the promise Of THE SPIRIT through faith” - the Spirit of life and blessing and God.  Thus the mighty rock was lifted out of the bed of the stream, and a torrent of mercy and grace pours through all lands, and floods all thirsty lips.   We who believe are, spiritually, delivered from the Curse for ever.

[* As He was made sin, not sinful (2 Cor. 5: 21), so He was made the Curse, not inherently accursed.]

But this is only the beginning of the story of redemption. As objective and visible as was the Curse, so objective and visible must be its removal; and of the Millennial Kingdom it is written, - “And there shall be no more curse” (Zech. 14: 11, R.V.).  Immediately preceding the Millennium the Tribulation Judgment - the Curse at its full - is this, - “Every place where there were a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, shall even be for briers and thorns; all the land shall be briers and thorns”(Isa. 7: 23); and it is a remarkable fact that even now no land on earth has such a variety and plentitude of thorns and briers as the Holy Land, so that it has been called “the land of thorns.”  But the [coming] Kingdom is an exact reversal.  “Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree” (Isa. 55: 13); and “the desert shall 
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blossom as the rose” (Isa.35: 1).  So also physical deformities, the thorns and thistles of the body, vanish:-  “the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped, the lame man shall leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing” (Isa. 35: 6); and all sicknesses and infirmities, the disintegrations of approaching mortality, disappear, for “the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick” (Isa. 33: 24).  But the most illuminating reversal, letting in a flood of light on the Fall itself, is the change which passes over the animals “in the regeneration”. Savage carnivore become as the hay-eating ox.  “And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the cow and the bear shall feed; and the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp” (Isa. 11: 6).  If the reversal of the Curse in Millennial beatitude sucks out the viper’s venom, and withdraws the rattle from the rattlesnake, it can only be because the venom and the rattle were implanted by the Curse.  So also, to complete the undoing of the Curse, He who will arbitrate for the poor (Isa. 11:  4), and impose righteous conduct by force, will Himself be the central tribunal of the nations (Isa. 11: 10); and, in a warless world (Isa. 2: 4), affording perfect security of tenure (Isa. 65: 22), economic and labour problems are all solved: “they shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth in trouble” (Isa. 65: 23) .*

[* In so far as woman’s subjection and travail are penal, and not creative - both are named in 1 Tim. 2: 13, 14 - doubtless to that degree they will pass; but the serpent’s curse, and much more his inspirer's, is left by Scripture for ever un-lifted. ]

But it is not until an Eternity dawns still undreamed of in its glory that the Curse finally and utterly disappears.  In the Millennial Age there is actually fresh curse.  “the sinner being an hundred years old” - the Millennial limit of probation, after which, for the impenitent, comes capital punishment - “shall be accursed” (Isa. 65: 25).  Only in the Eternity beyond is a far stronger and more comprehensive statement than any ever made before:- “And there shall be NO CURSE ANY MORE” (Rev. 22: 3); for its supreme visible stigma, more incurable than all else, vanishes - “and death shall be no more” (Rev. 21: 4).  Thus the last chapter of the Bible records the complete undoing of the incalculable disaster recorded in the first three.  Man will fall no more: there will be no Serpent in that Paradise: God will wipe the Curse, with the tears, from off all faces.

Edited from writings by D. M. Panton.
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	THE AGE TO COME
The yearning of the human heart, its Paradise-hunger, has again and again foreshadowed the Golden Age which God has pledged Himself to bring in, and which only His wisdom and power can achieve.

All the full-brain, half-brain races, led by Justice, love and Truth;

All the millions one at length with all the visions of my youth.

All diseases quench’d by Science, no man halt, or deaf, or blind;

Stronger ever born of weaker, lustier body, larger mind.

Every tiger madness muzzled, every serpent passion kill’d,

Every grim ravine a garden, every blazing desert till’d.

Earth at last a warless world, a single race, a single tongue -

I have seen her far away - for is not earth as yet so young?

Robed in universal harvest up to either pole she smiles,

Universal ocean softly washing all her warless isles.

- Tennyson.
REWARD

   “IF any man’s work abide which he bath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss, but he himself shall be saved.” You see there is a saved soul with a lost life.  That is a possibility - a saved soul, because he came to the judgment-seat to find pardon through the death of Christ; and a lost life, because he came to the umpire seat of Christ, and had not used for Him the life that He saved.  That is a solemn possibility; and when the Lord comes to award to His servants the praise or the blame, they will meet Him with joy or shame.  That will be marked out by the life they have lived, and the service they have rendered for Him.  You find then, that He is going to give rewards for service.  Look at 1 Cor. 15: 58.  What does that mean?  That every, may we say, pennyworth of labour spent on the Lord is going to have a pound for its reward.  That is the way He does.  He is going to reward the service of His children, and at the umpire seat He will decide whether you ran straight or not at al, whether you shirked the race or ran it, whether you ran fairly lor foully, whether you came in so as to earn the prize or lose the prize.  The Lord is going to decide that, and give to every one according as he has deserved. ‑ Hubert Brooke.
*   *   *   *   *   *   * 
	
	What child of God would not desire to win a crown?  But crowns are not for mere show but for merit, as the King has been pleased to promise to those who are faithful in service.  
   Eternal life comes through faith in Christ, but rewards are for faithfulness.  The man in the parable who faithfully used his ten talents was rewarded with rule over ten cities.  Yet the talents were given him and the opportunity was a gift from God.  All rewards will be by grace in the end, yet the. measure of each reward, the glory conferred on each of His redeemed, will be according to diligence and faithfulness in the use of the talents bestowed.  One there was who said, “The Son of man hath not where to lay his head.”  He went about doing good and gave his life for the lost, and later it was written of him, “having on his head a golden crown” (Rev. 14: 14), and later still, “on his head were many crowns” (Rev. 19: 12).  He won his Kingdom and his crowns by supreme merit, by obedience even unto death, He was born a king, yet had to win his kingdom by toil and sacrifice.  Are we better than he? 

   What a call Christ gives to men to be diligent and faithful in such days as these! The world is unspeakably needy.  Hearts are weary and worn and full of unutterable longing.  Darkness deepens over the face of the nations and men grow hopeless in their helplessness.  Philosophers and statesmen know not how to relieve the gathering gloom.  One conference of the nations after another only stresses more grimly the vanity of human counsel.  Through the darkness and across the ages comes a voice, “Occupy till I come.”  He who was diligent unto the end and faithful in the very hour of death speaks in thunder tones to his chosen, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life” (Rev.2: 10).  - Anonymous.
*   *   *   *   *   *   *

Is there just a possibility that for some who are Christ’s the assurance that their sins are under the blood, blotted out forever, has made the subject of the judgment seat of Christ seem a matter remote, a subject which has no personal application for them?  If so, the truth is calculated to remind us all that Jeremiah’s God is now, as always, “the Lord God of recompenses.” Who shall “surely requite”; that the priceless assurance that there is now no condemnation does not obviate the fact that we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive, every one, those things done in the flesh, be they good or evil.  This truth will make many an experienced Christian think soberly of the urgent  need of buying up the precious opportunities that still remain.  And that feeling which we may have regarded as worthy humility, which has made us loath to dwell upon the thought of reward, may have been a mistaken impulse.  Moses had respect unto the recompense of the reward: the that was set before enabled our Lord to despise the shame of the cross.   – The Sunday School Times. 
	
	*    *  *   *   *   *   * 

   Note particularly: The promise to overcomers is a promise to saved people, to the churches.  This is not a promise that God will give eternal life to those in the churches who finally “overcome.”  That conception does violence to Scripture. We receive eternal life as a gift, Romans 6: 23, and have eternal life as a present possession, John 5: 24, and can never lose it, John 10: 28, 29.  The promise to overcomers, here, is a promise of special privilege to the overcomers among Christian people.  Those who attain and maintain a certain spiritual victory in Christ will be privileged to eat of the tree of life.  This tree is not eternal life. but a real tree in the kingdom, bearing real fruit.  See Rev. 22: 3.  In the interest of sound Biblical interpretation we repeat: this tree is not eternal life, for God gives eternal life as a gift to those who accept His Son, John 1: 12, and is not a reward for overcoming; this tree is a special reward in the Kingdom to those who overcome in Cluistian experience.   - Christian Victory.
*   *   *   *   *   *   *
“If we deny Him, He also will deny us” (2 Tim. 2: 12b).  This passage is comprehensive in its teaching.  The context clearly indicates that it has to do with studying the Word of Truth and imparting it to others.  It also carries us forward to the Bema – the judgment seat of Christ where every believer shall be rewarded to his deeds (Rom. 2: 6).  Those who have been faithful to the trust committed to them shall be rewarded by reigning with Christ in His [millennial] kingdom.  Those who have been unfaithful and recreant to the divine trust committed to them shall be denied reigning with Christ and consequently shall lose the reward which might have been theirs.  Dear reader, does this appeal from God’s book awaken you to your responsibility to tell the “Good News,” or are you content to go on indifferently until you stand at the Bema “ashamed before Him at His coming” (1 John 2: 28)?
-  Grace and Truth.

* …*…*…*…*…*…*
“Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End

   Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.  Outside are the dogs, those who practise magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practises falsehood:” (Rev. 22: 14, 15).
Read much more at:-
www.themillennialkingdom.org.uk


